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o     There are, however, many men who, while ad~
mitting that this is true of Christ Himself, would
yet urge the acceptance of Pacifism as an interpre-
tation of Christianity for our own day; they hold
that it presents Christianity as denouncing the most
apparent evil of our time; and, since it shows a
common object towards which all may unite in
directing their activities, it meets the needs of our
generation.    There are many men who are much
impressed by the likeness between the aims  of
Pacifism and the Christian hope of a regenerated
world; and they are inclined to regard this ideal
for Society as a common ground, on which all
bodies of Christians, at least, may be willing to
take their stand together, in disregard of minor
differences.

This anticipation of bringing about a union
among Christians by promulgating an ideal for
Society, is not however justified by past experience;
in so far as religious men have aimed af creating a
Christian Society, governed entirely on Christian
principles, religion has been closely combined with
politics and has been affected by divisions of politi-
cal opinion. In the great religious movements of the
sixteenth and seventeenth centuries, the causes of
cleavage and of permanent organisation in separate
bodies were mainly connected with ideals for
Society, rather than with efforts after the pursuit
of personal religion; this is true of Presbyterians,
as well as of Independents, Anabaptists and the